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Inceputurile

mplasamentul unde se vor dezvolta nucleele de

locuire care au stat la baza viitoarei asezari a Clujului
a fost unul dintre cele mai favorabile din punct de vedere al
asigurarii conditiilor de viata pentru comunitatile umane din
Transilvania. Acesta se afl3 pe terasele Somesului Mic, inzona
de contact dintre Muntii Apuseni, Podisul Somesan si Campia
Transilvaniei. Zona depresionara unde, in timp, se va stabiliza
vatra asezarii (situata la cca. 370 de m fatd de nivelul marii)
era inconjuratd de diferente de nivel (Dealul Cetdtuii — 421
m; Dealul Hoia — 500 m; Dealul Feleacului — 756 m si Dealul
Lombului — 684 m), rezultdnd un ambient de locuire protejat
natural si, la nevoie, usor de aparat si/sau fortificat artificial.
Suplimentar, zona se (va) afla la intersectia mai multor cai de
comunicatie si comerciale, dezvoltate de-a lungul timpului,
spre Turda, Alba lulia si Sibiu, iar de acolo mai departe spre
Tara Romaneascd; spre Dej si Bistrita, si de aici spre Moldova
si, nu in ultimul rénd, spre Oradea ori Zaldu, si de aici spre
Ungaria si mai departe spre Europa Centrala.

Perimetrul ori vecinitatea imediatd a actualului oras au
documentat urme de culturd materiald incd din preistorie
(epoca paleolitica si neolitic3). Existenta aici a unei asezari
dacice (Napuca), sugeratd de catre izvoarele antice, nu a
fost deocamdatd confirmatd de cdtre cercetarile de teren.
Certitudinea functiondrii unei asezdri structurate, cu o
existentd de lung3 duratd, va veni in succesiunea victoriilor
armatelor romane asupra dacilor, odatd cu intemeierea
provinciei romane Dacia. In intervalul sec. II-ll, aici va
functiona o asezare romand care, in timp, se va dezvolta,
parcurgand toate treptele de consacrare urbanistica
specifice epocii. Tntemeiatd probabil ca vicus (sat), aceasta
va deveni municipium (oras) si, in final, colonia {cel mai
inalt statut pe care putea sa il obtina o asezare urbana in
imperiul Roman). In zonele din vecinatatea Napocii au fost
identificate ferme ale cetatenilor romani (villae rusticae),
specifice tuturor perimetrelor periurbane ale lumii romane.

The beginnings

he site where the settlement cores lying at the basis of
the future settlement of Cluj were going to be developed,
was one of the most favourable concerning the securement of
the living conditions for the human communities in Transylvania.
This is located on the Small Somes terraces, in the contact area
hetween the Apuseni Mountains, the Somesan Plateau and the
I'ransylvanian Plain. The depression area where the hearth of the
settlement would be established in time (located approx. 370 m as
compared to the sea level) was sourrounded by level differences
(the Citadel Hill — 421 m; the Hoia Hill — 500 m; the Feleac Hill —
/56 m and the Lomb Hill — 684 m), resulting into a naturally
protected living environment, and in need, an easy to protect
and/or artificially fortified one. In addition, the area was (would
he) at the intersection of several communication and commercial
routes, developed throughout time, to Turda, Alba lulia and Sibiu
and from there further on to Wallachia; to Dej and Bistrita, anci
from here to Moldavia and last but not least, to Oradea or Zaliu
and from here further on to Hungary and Central Europe. ’
The perimeter or the immediate vicinity of the current
ity has documented traces of material culture even since
prehistory (the Paleolithic and Neolithic ages). The existence
here of a Dacian settlement (Napuca), suggested by the ancient
sources, has not yet been confirmed by the field research.
I'he certainty of the functioning of a long-existence structured
settlement would follow the victories of the Roman armies over
the Dacians, along with the founding of the Roman province of
Dacia. During the 2" and the 3™ centuries, a Roman settlement
would function and develop here in time, covering all the stages
of an urban establishment specific to that age. Probably built
as a vicus (village), this would become a municipium (town)
and, finally, acolonia (the highest status reached by an
urban settlement within the Roman Empire). Farms of the
Roman citizens (villae rusticae) had been identified in the
vicinity of Napoca, which were specific to all the peri-urban
perimeters of the Roman world.



Amplasatd \pe malul sudic al Somesului, Napoca romana
are astizi limitele vagidentificate. Cele de nord si vest sunt
ccunascute’, fiind cel makprobabil preluate siintegrate de catre
fortificatiile medievale ulterioare, in timp ce traseele celor de
sud si est sunt doar presupuse. Se estimeazd cd asezarea a avut
o suprafatd de cca. 32,5 ha (probabil cu dimensiunile de 650 x
500 m). in conformitate cu marturiile arheologice, planimetria
si amenajarea sa edilitar-urbanisticd a fost una riguroasa,
specificd oraselor romane. Informatiile recuperate nu permit
ins3 identificarea foarte clard a zidurilor orasului roman si
a relatiei lor cu cele ale curtinelor medievale, respectiv in ce
masurd vechea asezare a fost deranjatd de catre cautdtori de
comori ori de amenajarile locuirilor succesive din perioada de
pan3 in preajma anului 1000. La fel, se cunoaste foarte putin
din procentul, respectiv modul de refolosire in diferitele etape
de functionare ale noii/-lor asez3ri ale Clujului a tramei stradale
romane si/sau a materialelor de constructie spoliate de la
edificiile de sec. lI-Ill. Ulterior retragerii administratiei romane
din Dacia (intre 271 si 275), pentru un interval de aproximativ
800 de ani, informatiile cu privire la teritoriul si zonele limitrofe
ale vechiului oras roman sunt unele lapidare. Aldturi de
urme sporadice de locuire autohtond, aceastd perioada este
marcat de prezenta, cel mai adesea efemerd, a unor populatii
migratoare — germanice, slave si maghiare. Pentru sec. \
este atestatd existenta unor morminte germanice (gepide ori
ostrogote?) la Apahida si Someseni. Tn intervalul sec. V-VI, in
zona localitatii Floresti, pe terasele malului stang al Somesului
functiona o asezare a populatiei autohtone, in timp ce pe malul
drept al raului este documentatd o necropold gepidd. Morminte
apartinand aceleiasi populatii germanice, datate in sec. VI, au
fost gasite si in zona satelor Someseni si Cordos. Tn sec. VIII-IX,
pe teritoriul localitdtii Someseni a fost descoperita o necropold
tumulara cu morminte de incineratie de factura slavd. Odata cu
mijlocul, respectiv a doua jumétate a sec. X, in diferite puncte
de pe teritoriul actual al orasului au fost identificate morminte
maghiare timpurii, printre care si unele de razboinici, insotite
de schelete de cai (in diferite puncte din piata Unirii si de pe
strizile M. Kogalniceanu, T. Mosoiu si N. Titulescu/C. Brancusi).

Located on the southern bank of the Somes River, the
Roman Napoca nowadays has vaguely identified limits. The
northern and western ones are “known”, most probably
being assumed and integrated by the later medieval
fortifications, while the routes of the southern and eastern
are only supposable. It is estimated that the settlement had
a surface of approx. 32,5 ha (probably with the dimensions
ol 650 x 500 m). According to the archaeological testimonies,
115 planimetry and urban planning had been rigurous and
wpecific to the Roman towns. The recovered information
does not allow for a very clear identification of the Roman
town walls and of their connection to the medieval curtain
walls, namely to what extent the old settlement had been
disturbed by the treasure hunters or by the development of
Ihe successive settlements from the period until around year
1000. Similarly, very little is known from the percentage,
namely the method of reusing the Roman street network
and/or of the construction materials despoiled from the 2™
and 3 century edifices, during the different functioning
slages of the new settlement/s of Cluj.

Subsequently to the withdrawal of the Roman
administration from Dacia (between 271 and 275), for a
period of approximately 800 years, the information concerning
the territory and the border areas of the old Roman town is
lapidary. Along with sporadic traces of native settlement, this
period was marked by the most often ephemeral presence of
some migratory populations — Germanic, Slavic and Hungarian.
lhe 5t century attests the existence of some Germanic tombs
(Gepid or Ostrogoth?) in Apahida and Someseni. During the 5"
and 6™ centuries, in the area of the Floresti locality, a settlement
of the native population was functioning on the terraces of the
loft bank of the Somes River, while a Gepid necropolis was
attested on the right bank of the same river. Tombs belonging
lo the same Germanic population, dating back to the 6%
century, had also been discovered in the area of the Someseni
and Cordos villages. During the 8"-9" centuries, a tumular
necropolis with Slavic incineration tombs was discovered on the
territory of the Someseni locality. Beginning with the middle,



Ultimele doud secole ale.mileniului | si primul veac al celui de-
al'doilea vorreprezenta;prima etapa a delimitarii elementelor
cufturale ale peisajului (multi)etnic al noii agezari, Clujul de mai
tarziu. Nucleele de locuire medievald timpurie ale Clujului se
vor forma de la inceput avand aceasta marcd istorica specificd
— plurietnicd si multiculturald. Vor coexista aici, o populatie
romano-slavi (a cirei prezentd este certificatd prin numeroasele
toponime slave purtate de asezdrile din zona: Luna, Mera,
Tureni, Dezmir, Salicea, Sopor, Garb3u, Vistea etc.), grupuri de
populatie maghiard si, foarte probabil, pecenega si elemente
de populatie germanicd — colonizate ntr-o etapa ulterioara
de citre regalitatea maghiara. Clujul se va forma ca asezare
la intersectia vechiului drum roman, care venea de la Potaissa
(Turda) si mergea spre Porolissum (Moigrad) — probabil inca
folosit in aceastd perioadd, cu una dintre rutele noului ,,Drum
al sérii”, utilizat in epoc de citre regalitatea maghiara pentrua
facilita transportul pretioasei resurse dinspre Transilvania, prin
Oradea, spre zona Campiei Panoniei, devenita noul centru de
putere al maghiarilor.

Pe parcursul veacurilor XI/XII-XIIlin zond se vor contura trei
nuclee de locuire, toate in relatie toponimica ori functionald
cu viitoarea asezare a Clujului. Aldturi de exploatdrile miniere
de sare de la Turda, Sic sau Dej, centrul minier de la Cojocna
(numit Kolozs sau alternativ Kolozsakna in lb. maghiar3,
respectiv Klosmarkt sau Salzburg/Salzgrub in Ib. germana) se
afla la cca. 26 km spre est de amplasamentul vechii cetdti a
Clujului (castrum Clus)—ridicatd in perimetrul ruinelor fostului
oras roman si utilizatd ca resedinta a comitatului maghiar
cu acelasi nume si Abatia Benedictind de la Cluj-Manastur
(monasterium de Clus) — aflatd la aproape 3 km spre vest de
cetate, pe amplasamentul unei vechi asezari fortificate de
pamant si lemn.

Pe teritoriul propriu-zis al Clujului de mai tarziu se vor
dezvolta de asemenea trei centre principale de locuire: a)
asezarea fortificata, satul arpadian si Abatia Benedictina de
la (Cluj-)Méandstur; b) vechea cetate comitatensa, respectiv
asezarea si cimitirul asociate acesteia si c) satul arpadian si
biserica Sf. Petru.

namely the second half of the 10" century, early Hungarian
tombs, among which some of warriors’, accompanied by horses
-keletons (in different points on the Union Square and on the
M. Kogalniceanu, T. Mosoiu and N. Titulescu/C. Brancusi streets)
were identified in differents points on the current city territory.
Ihe last two centuries of first millenium and the first century
ol the second millenium would represent the first delimitation
~lage of the cultural elements of the (multi-) ethnic landscape of
the new settlement, the later Cluj. The early medieval settlement
cores of Cluj would be formed, from the beginning, having this
wpecific historical landmark ~— multi-ethnic and multicultural. A
KRomanian-Slavic population (whose presence is attested by the
numerous Slavic toponyms born by the nearby settlements:
Luna, Mera, Tureni, Dezmir, Salicea, Sopor, Garbau, Vistea, etc.),
proups of Hungarian and, most probably, Pecheneg population,
a5 well as elements of Germanic population — later colonized by
(the Hungarian royalty, would all coexist here.

Cluj would be formed as a settlement at the intersection of
the old Roman road, which was coming from Potaissa (Turda)
and was going to Porolissum (Moigrad) — probably still used
during this period, with one of the routes of the new “Salt
Road”, used at that time by the Hungarian royalty in order
1o facilitate the transportation of this precious resource from
Iransylvania, through Oradea, to the Pannonian Plain area,
which had become the Hungarians’ new power centre.

During the 11%/12%-13" centuries, three habitation
cores would take shape in the area, all being in toponymic
o1 functional connection with the future settlement of Cluj.
Along with the salt minings in Turda, Sic or Dej, the mining
centre in Cojocna (named Kolozs or, alternatively, Kolozsakna
mn Hungarian, respectively Klosmarkt or Salzburg/Salzgrub in
G.erman) was located at about 26 km towards the East of the
~cltlement of the old Cluj citadel {castrum Clus) — built in the
perimeter of the ruins of the former Roman town and used as
a1 residence of the Hungarian county bearing the same name
and the Benedictine Abbey from Cluj-Manastur (monasterium
e Clus) — located almost 3 km to the West of the citadel, on
the site of an old fortified settlement made of earth and wood.



; Asezarea fortificatd de la
Cluj-Mandstur — prima cetate
medievald a Clujului, a fost
ridicata pe un promontoriu de
pe malui drept al Somesului,
din pamant si lemn, avand o
forma relativ elipsoidala (cu
dimensiuni de 215 x 95 m).
Aceasta a avut trei faze certe
de constructie, cea mai veche
datand de la finalul sec. IX,
respectiv prima jumdtate a
sec. X. Faza a doua a valului
(cu palisadd din lemn),
databila in sec. X-Xl, este
distrus3d de invazia pecenegd

Respect pentru oamenisi carti

Vedere aeriana dinspre vest
a fortificatiei si a fostei Abatii
Benedictine de la Cluj-Manastur  gin  anul 1068. Ulterior este

West aerial view of the
fortification and former Cluj-
Mcdndstur Benedictine Abbey

amenajat un nou val de
aparare, cu o inaltime de cca.
13 m, realizat pe o structurd
din casete de lemn asezate in
miezul valului si umplute cu pdmant, exteriorul fiind imblanit cu
barne. Tn interiorul acesteia au functionat bordeie si cuptoare,
abandonate cindva spre finalul sec. X, relativ concomitent cu
Tnceputurile unui cimitir, amenajat in relatie cu noul asezamant
benedictin inaugurat aici la cumpana secolelor XI-XIl. Structura
fortificatd a fost o fundatie medievald noud, care — dupd
toate probabilititile —a servit pentru o perioada drept cetate
(castru) de comitat a regalitatii maghiare arpadiene. La
estul, sudul si vestul incintei au fost identificate arheologic
urmele unei asezdri, datate in intervalul larg al sec. IX-XIV
si un cimitir din sec. XIV-XV.

in a doua jumatate a sec. X|, probabil in perioada regelui
Bela | (1060-63), aici este fondatd Abatia Benedictina de
la Cluj-Mandstur, inchinata Sf. Fecioare Maria. Benedictinii
prezenti aici vor stapani un sat — (Cluj)-Manastur, altul
decat satul Cluj, iar abatia se va mandri cu vechimea mai
mare a acestuia in raport cu asezarea Clujului. Satul abatiei,

LU

hree main habitation cores were also going to be edified on
the later territory of Cluj: a) the fortified settlement, the Arpadian
villape and the Benedictine Abbey from (Cluj) Manastur; b) the
old comitatens citadel, namely the settlement and the cemetery
related toit and c) the Arpadian village and the St. Peter’s Church.

I'he fortified settlement in Cluj-Manastur — the first medieval
citadel of Cluj, was built on a promontory of the right bank of the
somes River, of earth and wood, having a relatively ellipsoidal
shape (with dimensions of 215 x 95 m). This had three certain
<lapes of construction, the oldest dating back to the end of the
9" century, namely the first half of the 10" century. The second
slape of the wave (with wooden palisade), dating back to the 10%-
[ 1"" centuries, was destroyed by the Pecheneg invasion in 1068.
Alterwards, a new defense wave approx. 13 m high, was built and
diveloped on a structure of wooden boxes located in the core
ol the wave and filled up with earth, the exterior being covered
with girders. Cottages and kilns functioned inside of it, which
were abandoned sometime towards the end of the 11% century,
rlatively concomitantly with the beginnings of a cemetery,
decorated in connection with the new Benedictine settlement
maugurated here at the turn of the 11%"-12" centuries. The
fortified structure was a new medieval foundation, which — very
probably —had served for a while as a county citadel (castrum) of
the Hungarian Arpadian royalty. Traces of a settlement had been
archaeologically identified in the East, the South and the West of
the site, dating back to the wide span of the 9" — 14" centuries,
andl also a cemetery dating back to the 14""—15" centuries.

In the second half of the 11" century, probably during the
reipn of King Béla | (1060-63), the Benedictine Abbey from Cluj-
Mandstur, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, was founded
here. The Benedictines present here would own a village — (Cluj)-
Mandstur, other than the village of Cluj, and the abbey would
pride itself of an older age of this town, as compared to the
scttlement of Cluj. The abbey village, which probably existed ever
wince the period of functioning of the fortification, was located
~omewhere in its immediate neighborhood. The social and
cultural role of the Benedictine settlement would be an essential
one for the history of the medieval Transylvania. Around 1288,

1



care a axistat probabilinca din perioada de functionare a
fortificaticy’ s-a aflafewndeva in imediata sa vecinatate.
ReRput potial csincauitsiradral asezamantului benedictin va fi
unul primordial pentru istoria Transilvaniei medievale. 1n
jurul lui 1288 abatia devenea loc de adeverire, respectiv
unul dintre principalele autoritati emitente de documente
oficiale ale provinciei. Primul document cunoscut redactat
aici dateazi din 1308. Ansamblul monastic va avea in centru
o rotond3 hexalobat3, datat3 la finalul sec. XII, identificata
arheologic si conservata sub pamant. Structura fortificata a
complexului man3stirii va fi dezafectata in 1466 ca urmare a
hotirarii lui Matia Corvin, deoarece autoritatea eclesiastica
de aici sprijinise revolta nobiliara impotriva regalitatii (1466-
67). Probabil in intervalul 1470-1508 aici a fost amenajata
o biserica-sala gotica, eventual cu doua turnuri pe fatada de
vest, din care astizi se mai pastreaza doar corul.

in legaturd cu existenta primei cetati medievale de pe
amplasamentul vechii Napoci exista mai multe teorii. 5-a
vorbit, insuficient argumentat insd, despre posibilitatea
functiondrii aici a unei fortificatii cu sant si palisada,
amenajaté in coltul de nord-vest al orasului roman, inca de
la Theeputul sec. X. in mod indirect mentiunea de la 1173
(sau 1177) a primului comite Thomas Comes Clusiensis — si
implicit a unui comitat al Clujului — presupune existenta,
respectiv nevoia de identificare a unei cetati-resedinta
pentru acesta (amenajata eventual pe acelasi amplasament
din perimetrul vechii asezari romane), alta decat cea de la
Cluj-Méanastur, deja ocupatd de catre Abatia Benedictina.
Din 1213 dateaza prima atestare documentara a cetatii
Cluj — Castrum Clus. Etimologia acestui nume este una
care a generat numeroase ipoteze de lucru si interpretari.
Originea sa trebuie pusa probabil in legaturd cu termenul
clausa/clusa (Ib. lat.), insemnand loc inchis, inconjurat de
munti, dar si intariturd. Alte teorii propun variantele clusa
(Ib. magh.) = loc de vamé; Klause/Kluse (Ib. germ.) = vale
ingusta, trecatoare; kluc (Ib. slav.) = izvor, cheie sau chiar
antroponimul Nicolaus/Miklus/Klus/Clus, un ipotetic prim
comite local. O ipotezd fantezistd propusa si vehiculata de

the abbey was becoming a place of acknowledgment, namely
one of the main issuing authorities of the province’s official
ducuments. The first known document issued here dates back to
1 108, The monastic ensemble would have a hexalobate rotunda
Al its centre, dating back to the end of the 12'" century and being
archaeologically identified and preserved in the underground.
this fortified structure of the monastery complex would be
disalfected in 1466 as a consequence of Matthias Corvinus’s
decision, since the ecclesiastical authority from here had
wupported the nobiliary rebellion against the royalty (1466-67). A
Giothic church-room was probably built here between 1470 and
(408, eventually bearing two towers on the western fagade, of
which nowadays can only be seen the loft.
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Vedere panoramicad dinspre nord-vest a fortificatiilor medievale ale
orasului Cluj. Fotografie dupd o gravura de la inceputul sec. XIX

North-West panoramic view of the Medieval fortification of Cluj.

Photo of an early 19" century engraving

There are several theories connected with the existence
of the first medieval citadel on the site of the old Napoca.
There have been insufficiently argumented discussions on
the possibility of functioning here of a fortification with
ditch and palisade, built in the North-western corner of
the Roman town, ever since the beginning of the 10"
century. Indirectly, the reference from 1173 (or 1177) of




